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Transcription 

 

Transcription of Christopher Wright's Certificate on Rembrandt's Samson 

Threatening His Father-in-Law 

 

I have examined this painting, Samson Threatening His Father-in-Law (oil on 

canvas 160 X 177cm) in October 2006 when it was in the Rembrandt exhibition 

held in the Gemaldegalerie, Berlin, where I was able to compare it with the version 

belonging to the Gemaldegalerie, Berlin.  In my opinion the Samson Threatening 

His Father-in-Law here is by Rembrandt and should be dated in the mid-1630's. 

Ernst van der Wetering in the Berlin exhibition catalogue: “Rembrandt, ein genie 

auf der Suche” 2006, pp 278-79, no. 21, illustrated p. 231 considered that only the 

left third of this composition was by Rembrandt-i.e. the part of the composition not 

included in the Berlin version, which is itself an integral composition.  In fact the 

handling of the paint is entirely consistent throughout the canvas.  It is freely 

painted without any obvious changes between the left part and the rest of the 

composition, which indicates that Rembrandt painted the whole picture.  It is to be 

included in my forthcoming catalogue raisonne of Rembrandt's work, as an 

original Rembrandt. 

 

 

Christopher Wright 

10th January 2007 
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